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LAMPOONING THE PRESS 
CINSERTS IN TAPE LIBRARY) 
ICR: A POPULAR SATIRICAL MAGAZINE IN THE UNITED STATES HAS PUBLISHE 
A DETAILED AND FUNNY PARODY OF AN AMERICAN INSTITUTION, 
THE SUNDAY NEWSPAPER, HERE WITH A REPORT BY VOA'S LARRY 


FREUND, IS . 


ARR? THE DACRON, OHIO, "REPUBLICAN-DEMOCRAT" LOOKS LIKE THE REAL 
THING, A TEN-SECTION SUNDAY NEWSPAPER PUBLISHED IN THE 
AMERICAN MID-WEST. BUT NEITHER DACRON NOR THE NEWSPAPER 
HAS EVER EXISTED ... EXCEPT FOR A GROUP OF MORE THAN ONE 
HUNDRED EDITORS, WRITERS, AND ARTISTS AT THE "NATIONAL 
LAMPOON," A MONTHLY MAGAZINE, FAMOUS FOR POKING FUN AT JUST 


ABOUT EVERY ASPECT, SACRED OR NOT, OF AMERICAN LIFE. 


THIS PARTICULAR PROJECT SPRANG TO LIFE WHEN "NATIONAL 
LAMPOON" EDITOR P.J, O'ROURKE FOUND HIMSELF ISOLATED ONE 
NEW YEAR'S DAY IN THE MID-WESTERN CITY OF LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, 


WITH ONLY THE LOCAL NEWSPAPERS TO READ, 


“PE: CUT ONE -- O'ROURKE 
"I GOT TO THINKING 'GOSH, THIS IS REALLY FUNNY STUFF.' AND 
THEN IT DAWNED ON ME == IT'S SUCH FUNNY STUFF, I WAS LOOKING 
RIGHT AT THE THING THAT WE COULD BE PARODYING. I THOUGHT 
RIGHT THEN -- IT WOULD BE A WONDERFUL IDEA TO DO A WHOLE 
SUNDAY NEWSPAPER ALL OUR OWN, FORM AN IMAGINARY CITY, WITH 
IMAGINARY CHARACTERS," 

JARR: THE NEWSPAPERS THAT AMUSED P.J. O'ROURKE WERE NOT, OF 
COURSE, INTENTIONALLY FUNNY, BUT THEY STRUCK THE "LAMPOON" 
EDITOR THAT WAY AND HE WAS SOON DRAWING UP A LIST OF TYPES 
OF ARTICLES, FEATURES, NEWS ITEMS AND ADVERTISEMENTS THAT 


WOULD BE GRIST FOR THE HUMOR MILLS OF THE "NATIONAL LAMPOON" 


NARR: 
CCON'T) 


TAPE: 


NARR: 
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WRITERS. 


CUT TWO -- O'ROURKE 

"WHILE WE WERE DOING RESEARCH FOR THIS NEWSPAPER, WE LOOKED 
AT HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF LOCAL NEWSPAPERS FROM ALL ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY. WE WOULD JUST COME UPON HILARIOUS THINGS. I 
KNOW A WORLD ABOUT NEWSPAPERS NOW. I DIDN'T KNOW VERY MUCH 
BEFORE I STARTED ON THIS PROJECT." 

CITING ONE TARGET OF THE "LAMPOON'S" SATIRE, EDITOR P.J. 
O'ROURKE POINTS TO WHAT HE CALLS THE "STRONG AND IMPORTANT 
TRADITION IN AMERICAN JOURNALISM OF MAKING SURE READERS 

ARE ABLE TO PERSONALLY RELATE TO EVERY STORY. AS A RESULT, 
A FRONT PAGE HEADLINE ON THE NEWSPAPER PARODY BANNERS THE 
NEWS THAT TWO WOMEN FROM THE MYTHICAL CITY OF DACRON WERE 
FEARED MISSING IN WHAT IS DESCRIBED AS A "VOLCANIC DISASTER." 
ONLY A SMALLER HEADLINE NOTES INCIDENTALLY THAT THE DISASTER 
ALSO DESTROYED A LARGE FAR EASTERN NATION. ONE REVIEWER -- 
FOR AN AUTHENTIC AMERICAN NEWSPAPER -- HAS COMMENTED THAT 
"SOME OF THE PARODY'S HUMOR IS IN QUESTIONABLE TASTE, AND 
THE SINS OF NEWSPAPERS ARE EXAGGERATED INTO GLEEFUL 
GROTESQUERIES." BUT, THE REVIEWER ADDS, "THERE ARE MOMENTS 
WHEN THE PARODY MAKES VALID POINTS." THERE ARE, FOR EXAMPLE 
ADVERTISEMENTS FOR SHODDY PRODUCTS, LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
THAT ONLY PRAISE THE NEWSPAPER, IRRESPONSIBLE NEWS ITEMS AND 
PRESS RELEASES FROM LOCAL INDUSTRIES REPRINTED WITHOUT CHANGE. 
A BOSTON JOURNALIST HAS COMMENTED THAT "THIS SPOOF JUST 
MIGHT BE BETTER MEDIA CRITICISM THAN ANYTHING EVER DONE 

IN THE COLUMBIA CUNIVERSITY) JOURNALISM REVIEW, WHILE AN 
ATLANTA NEWSMAN WRITES THAT THE PARODY "REFLECTS THE 
NEWSPAPER PREOCCUPATION WITH NEWS OF LOCAL INTEREST." 


THE DACRON "REPUBLICAN-DEMOCRAT" SAYS EDITOR O'ROURKE, IS 


NARR: 
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NARR: 
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DELIBERATELY A SATIRE OF A PARTICULAR TYPE OF AMERICAN 


NEWSPAPER, THE SMALL-CITY DAILY, AND NOT A SPOOF OF MAUOR 


AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS SUCH AS THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


CUT _ THREE -- O'ROURKE 


“THERE IS PLENTY THERE TO BE PARODIED, OF COURSE, IN THE BIG 
NEWSPAPER, BUT THE THINGS THAT WOULD BE PARODIED THERE ARE 
A LITTLE ORIER. IT'S EASIER TO ATTACK SOMETHING THAT IS 
CLUMSIER, SOMEWHAT MORE AMATEUR-ISH, WHICH TRIES TO DO THINGS 
THAT IT'S NOT QUITE ABLE TO. A LOT OF THE FUN OF PARODYING 
A NEWSPAPER LIKE THE DACRON 'REPUBLICAN-DEMOCRAT' IS THAT IT 
ATTEMPTS TO DO A LOT OF NEW YORK TIMES-TYPE THINGS AND OF 
COURSE FALLS MUCH SHORT OF BEING ABLE TO DO IT. THE TIMES 
OR THE WASHINGTON POST OR THE BOSTON GLOBE OR SOME BIG 
NEWSPAPER LIKE THAT WOULD BE A DULLER THING TO PARODY 
BECAUSE YOU WOULD HAVE TO BE VERY INTELLECTUAL ABOUT IT. 
WHEREAS A NEWSPAPER LIKE THE DACRON 'REPUBLICAN-DEMOCRAT! 
COMES RIGHT OUT AND FALLS ON ITS HIND END." 


SALES OF THE PARODY HAVE MADE PEOPLE HAPPY AT THE "NATIONAL 
LAMPOON."' THEY ATTRIBUTE THE SURPRISING POPULARITY OF THE 


NEWSPAPER SATIRE, AT LEAST IN PART, TO THE ATTENTION IT HAS 


RECEIVED FROM THE JOURNALISTIC PROFESSION. 


CUT FOUR -- O'ROURKE 
"WE DIDN'T REALIZE THAT WE WOULD GET THE KIND OF PUBLICITY 
THAT WE'VE HAD, WHAT WE DIDN'T REALLY REALIZE WAS HOW 
MUCH NEWSPAPERMEN WOULD TAKE THIS TO THEIR HEART. THEY 
REALLY HAVE ENJOYED IT. IT REALLY MAKES ME THINK MUCH MORE 
OF THOSE PEOPLE." 
MISTER O'ROURKE ADDS THAT THE SMALL-CITY NEWSPAPERS AT WHICH 
THE PARODY IS AIMED HAVE SEEMED TO ENJOY IT THE MOST. 
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